[image: image1.jpg](Above) A line up of No 56 Squadron's aircraft includes Captain Henderson's aircrat
(A4853), second from left, which has acquired a headrest, but still has the large wind-
screan. The fusslage roundsis have small white outlines while the wing roundels do not.
(RAF Museum)

(Below) Captain Henderson's aircraft (A4853), the other S.£.5 to be modified at London
Colney before No 56 Squadron went o France. It has a larger, but cruder, headrest fairing
than that fitted to Balls aircraft, a smaller windscreen has been fitted and the decking in
front of the windscreen has been rebuilt, but the external wing-mounted gravity tank has  (Below) Originslly assigned 1o Capt lan H D Henderson, A4853 was being flown by Lt
been rotained. (John R Carlson) Lewis during the engagement In which Ball was killed. (John R Carison)
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[image: image2.jpg](Above) Lieutenant C R W Knight In front of his S.E.5. In the background is Albert Ball sit-

ting In his now modified A4850.

(Bslow) Captain E L Foot sitting n his S.E.5 demonstrates the high seating position of the

it in relation to the large windscroen. The poteniialfor erious facial injury in the event

of a crash is obvious, a5 is the limited visibilty afforded by the windscreen. The syn-
4 Vickers machine gun, however, is right in front of the pilot mal

1t jammed. (RAF)
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(Below) Ball sitting in the lowersd pilot's seat of A4850 talking to Major Blomfield, his
‘commanding officer. A small headrest has been fitted to the rear decking. The lower end
of the Foster slide mount rail has been secured with two bracing wires. (John R Car
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[image: image3.jpg]Pilots of No 56 Squadron pose with their S.E.5s just prior to taking off
for France on 7 April 1917. Since Aviators in World War | had to supply
their own overcoats for flight duty a great variety of flying apparel was

(Above) Lt Roger M Chaworth-Musters was Killed in action on 7 May 1917, during the same
combat in which Captain Albert Ball fost his life.

(Below) Lt Cecil A Lewis beside A48S5. Lewis attained eight victories during the war and  (Above) Lt Gerald J C Maxwell survived the Great War with twenty-seven victories. Max-

‘was awarded the Military Cross. His book, ‘Sagittarius Rising’, about his experiences as a  well served two fours of comba duty with No 56 Squadron, in between which he served as

fighter pilot has become a classic of WWI aviation literature. an instructor at the School of Aerial Fighting at Turnberry. During WWIl, he was an RAF
station commandor.

(Below) LW B Melvill besids S.E.5 A4852. The long tube at the top of the ‘greenhouse’ Is
the Aldis gunsight that it through an aperture in the top of the windscreen.
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[image: image4.jpg]S.E.5 Developments

S.E.5 Prototype





